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ABN 38 004 646 571


SMARTimbers Sugar Gum external products:

Use recommendations
Decking

Sugar Gum decking comes as random length, standard grade unless otherwise specified. Lengths will be 1.5-4.5 metres, with most lengths from 2.0-3.5 metres. Some lengths may have some tight knots, or some signs of insect presence, or traces of sapwood. These features will not affect its durability or strength.
Storage - If the timber is to be held for some time on site, we advise that it is kept under a covering to reduce differential drying. In storage, it should be supported on level even bed timbers at least 50mm wide at no more than 450mm spacing. Moisture content of the decking as supplied will generally be about 15-17%. 

Fastening - Decking should be fastened by pairs of screws or nails at each joist. With 19mm decking, joists should be no more than 450mm apart. We recommend pre-drilling, with hand nailing, or screwing into countersunk holes.

Finishes - Sugar Gum is water repellent to some degree. Water-based applications are not recommended. Oil based stains and preservatives can be used. Alternatively, it can be allowed to weather without surface finishes. It has a class one durability rating and will weather in most conditions to a silver grey colour. In situations where the timber is damp for long periods and away from direct light, a preservative will be useful to maintain a clean surface.

External cladding

Most of the above suggestions and recommendations for decking apply. In particular, note that invisible fastening is considered inadequate: pairs of screws or nails should be applied at each joist, with joists no further than 450mm apart. Where it is known that cladding will be subjected to greater exposure than normal it should be specified when making the order. A profile with greater overlap may be required. 

For cladding applied vertically, the join opening should be positioned so that weather from the prevailing wind drains over the cladding profile. We recommend that our cladding be applied horizontally. For vertical applications we can supply rough sawn or square dressed boards in two widths. 
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